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1910              But we do not feel that we can maintain our weakened position in
Age 67-58 regard to Finance unless (a) the new machinery is made applicable to
all legislation and (6) we can come to a satisfactory agreement in regard
to the interpretation of X."1
m
Before October was far advanced the Conference was in deep
waters, and on the 14th Asquith wrote to the King :
Asquith to the King.
" Mr. Asquith, with his humble duty, has the honour to report to
your Majesty that the Conference on the Constitutional questions has
met four times this week and to-day adjourned for a fortnight.
Mr. Asquith regrets to say that the prospect of agreement is not so
favourable as it appeared to be at the beginning of the week. But he
has not altogether abandoned the hope that some modus evendi may yet
be discovered.
The point of divergence which has been reached is the question whether
organic and constitutional changes (such e.g. as Home Rule, the franchise,
redistribution) should be excepted from the procedure of joint sessions,
which, it is agreed, should be applicable to deadlocks between the two
Houses, in regard to ordinary legislation ; and should (in cases of such
difference) be submitted to a popular referendum ad hoc.
The representatives of the Opposition insist on this distinction; the
representatives of the Government are opposed to it, not only on its
merits, but because they know that it would be quite impossible to
induce the Liberal Party to agree to it."
The Kong replied on the same day :
The King to Asquith.
MAELBOROTJGH HOUSE.
October 14, 1910,
MY DEAR MR. ASQUITH,
I am much concerned by what you tell me has happened at to-day's
meeting of the Conference. I quite recognise that the point of divergence,
which has now been reached, is a most critical one. But I am comforted
to a certain extent by your saying that you still hope a w;ay out of the
difficulties may be found. I know how you are all animated by an
earnest wish to arrive at a settlement, and I trust that the adjournment
for a fortnight may conduce to that end* . . .
Asquith communicated this letter to all the members of the
Conferencea and the effort to reach an agreement was continued for
another three weeks. On 8th November he made a further com-
munication to the King:
. . ;. - * X, the symbol used for " Constitutional questions " or " questions of great